
Upper Deverills Parish Council
9 Beech Grove, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0AB Tel: 01985 213436

Chairman: Miss Louise Stratton Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

Minutes of the meeting of the Upper Deverills Parish Council held at the village hall Kingston Deverill on Wednesday 13th May 2014 at 6.30pm.

Present: Councillors, Miss Louise Stratton, Mr Ranald Blue, Mr Colin Hirons, Mr Robin Greenwood and Mr Richard Cousens. 
In attendance: The Parish Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM and 2 members of the public were present. 
Public Question Time
A parishioner addressed Council on the Flooding in Monkton Deverill, discussions took place on the issues highlighted and Councillor Ranald Blue reported that he is to attend a meeting with the Community Co-ordinator and will highlight the issues given to them. 
14/001 Election of Chairman LGA 1972 ss 15 & 34
Resolved: Councillor Louise Stratton
14/002 Election of Vice Chairman LGA 1972 ss 15 & 34

Resolved: Councillor Ranald Blue
14/003 Councillors to sign their Acceptance of Office LGA 1972 Section 83(30
Resolved: to witness the signing of their acceptance of Office.
14/004 Acceptance of apologies for absence 

Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record to be kept of the members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Parish Clerk as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to be recorded. Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act1972, members present must decide whether the reason(s) for a member's absence are accepted.

Resolved: none given
14/005 Dispensations

Resolved: to note that no written requests for dispensation had been received by the Clerk. 
14/006 Declarations of interest, members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the relevant authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulation 2012 (SI 2012/1464) (NB this does not preclude any later declarations) 
Resolved: none given
14/007 Exclusion of the Press and Public Standing Order #1c The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting due to the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

Resolved: not required
14/008 To receive and sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 12th March 2014 Previously circulated) LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1)

Resolved: that they were a true record of the meeting proposed Councillor Robin Greenwood Seconded Councillor Ranald Blue
14/009 Chairman’s announcements

Resolved: none given
14/010 Appointment of Committee Members LGA 1972 sections 101-106 and schedule 12

Resolved: the following Committees
Planning Committee – Whole Council to attend
Staffing Committee – Vice Chairman Councillor Ranald Blue, Councillor Robin Greenwood and Councillor Colin Hirons
River Action Group – Councillor Louise Stratton
Traffic Action Group – Councillor Ranald Blue
Broadband Action Group – Councillor Robin Greenwood
14/011 Review of Delegation arrangements to Committees, Sub Committees LG & housing Act 1989 s 13 Parish & Community Councils (Committees regulations) 1990 SI 1990/2476 LGA 1972 s 101
Resolved: Confirmation of the terms of reference, the number of members (including, if appropriate, substitute councillors) and receipt of nominations to them) for village design statement group but all other groups will be working parties
14/012 Review and Adoption of Parish Documentation

Resolved the implementation of the Draft procedural documents listed below:

NALC Draft Standing Orders– these have been updated to take in to consideration the new legislation recently set down in Law and cover most eventualities within the Parish Council remit.

NALC Financial Regulations – these have been produced to take in to consideration the recent new legislation recently set down in Law and cover most eventualities with the financial provision within the Parish Council remit. 
Complaints Policy – resolved the recommended updated policy the Clerk had supplied, as the policy in place not been updated since 2011.

Council also reviewed and resolved the adoption of the following Policies already in place, Code of Conduct, Grant Policy, Email Policy, Document management Policy or Record Keeping Policy, Staff and Councillor Training and Development Policy. 

Council noted that they had reviewed the following documentation over the previous year, Freedom of Information, Asset Register, Risk Assessment, Equal Opportunity’s, Dignity at Work/Bullying and Harassment Policy,  Community Engagement Statement of Internet aims and objectives,  Dates for the year ahead meetings. 

General Power of Competence

Resolved: that Council continued its eligibility for the use of the General Power of Competence.

The General Power of Competence is a Statutory Instrument of Law, It gives Local Councils the power to do anything that an individual may generally do and is found under Statutory Instrument 2012 No 965 of the Localism Act 2011- Sections 1-8

Criteria:

· A CiLCA qualified Clerk, or the level 4 Qualification, from the University of Gloucestershire or its predecessor institutions, complete with the new 2012 Section 7 GPC module. ( The Clerk has her CiLCA)
· The number of Councillors elected at the last ordinary election or at a subsequent by-election must equal or exceed two thirds of its total number of councillors at the time of the resolution. (4 Councillors have been elected)
· The Council has passed a resolution, that is minuted at a full meeting and that the criteria for the General Power of Competence, has been met. 

Eligibility remains in place until the next annual meeting of the council after the ordinary election even if the condition of the eligibility criteria has changed.
Data Protection Licence
Resolved: the renewal of its Data Protection Licence costing £35.00 as it is a legal requirement for the Parish Council to hold a Data Controllers licence.

14/013 Bank Signatories

Resolved: to confirm the Bank Signatures for the next term of office. It was agreed that the Chairman would send the signed Bank Mandate to the Clerk.
14/014 Insurance Renewal

Resolved: the Came & Company quotation would be accepted. The Clerk was instructed to action the cheque payment for £159.00.
14/015 Planning – For Comment

14/04201/TCA proposal: TG1 Group of 4 Wind Blown Got Willows – coppice T1 Leaning Alder Fell T2 Filed Maple Crown lift over thatched cottage.

Location: Bridgewalk house Brixton Deverill Warminster BA12 7EJ

Resolved: it supported the application

14/04286/TCA Proposal work to trees in conservation area T1 Lawson Cypress Reduce height by 30%

Location: Longmead Brixton Deverill Warminster BA12 7EJ

Resolved: it supported the application
(In planning matters the Council acts as a consultee of the principal authority. The Principal authority being the deciding body for planning applications)

 Planning - Decisions

14/00682/FUL Proposal: to erect 3 automatic gates each with a solar panel

Location: Lower Pertwood Farm Hindon SP3 6TA

Decision: The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the following approved plans: Site location plan received on 30 January 2014.

Elevation of swing arm barrier at Falconers entrance to Pertwood farm received on 21 January 2014. Elevation of swing arm barrier at back entrance to Pertwood Farm, received on 21 January 2014. Elevation of swing arm barrier at main entrance to Pertwood Farm received on 21 January 2014. Elevation of solar panel and receiver received on 21 January 2014. REASON: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.
Resolved: noted 
14/00348/FUL proposal: Retrospective application for the formation of two slurry lagoons

Location: Falconers, Lower Pertwood Farm Hindon Salisbury SP3 6TA

Decision: approved with conditions.

Resolved: Noted 
Planning – Appeals

Deep Water Cottage Appeal against the Enforcement notice W/12/00042/ENF_M
Resolved: to note that the Clerk had been informed that there is no news to report at this time from the planning enforcement office.  

Mr Daniel Tyrrell (Central Hub) Planning Officer had informed the Clerk that they are waiting on the Planning Inspectors decision following the site visit that has occurred and that the Parish Council will be sent direct the decision when it is made.

14/016 Wessex Water Corfe Mullen Transfer Scheme 

Resolved: to note that Mr Drummond Modley had replied to the Parish Councils letter.

Many thanks indeed for your letter. Please be assured that we will work very hard to maintain the standards achieved and the minimisation of disruption to your community.
Coucnilor Colin Hirons reported he had nothing to bring to the attention of the meeting.
14/017 Parish Steward - Highways

Resolved: to instruct the Clerk to inform the Community Co-ordinator that the 7.5 limit sign is broken in half at the top of Pope’s Hill, the verges need cutting back at the junction with the A350 and the Hindon road. The bridge at Brixton Deverill if you are going towards Hill Deverill it is hard to see over the bridge to see for traffic due to the vegetation height, this also requires cutting back and to inform Hills Waste that the rubbish truck had not been secured and had scattered rubbish all over the roads following the litter pick which was disappointing.

The Drainage under the road in Brixton Deverill would be highlighted to the Community Coordinator by Councillor Ranald Blue. 
Council informed the Clerk that it wished to continue with the 1 tonne bag scheme whereby a large bag of grit is left in the parish for the parish to cover the gritting areas for the 2014/2015 winter months, the Clerk would report back to the Highways team. 
14/018 Litter Pick

Resolved: The Clerk was instructed to arrange for more of the Hoops for the bags to be available and to inform Wiltshire Council that the bags for the refuse were too flimsy.
Following discussions on the Best kept Village Competition Councillors resolved: they wished to donate 2 of the organic compost bags it had won having sent its Best Kept Village Competition entry in early to the Clerk as she had actioned the entry swiftly, the further 8 bags would be donated 4 to the Hall 4 to Brixton Deverill. 
14/019 Community Resilience Plan/ Flood Plan

Resolved: Councillor Louise reported that she was still to action the flood mapping but would pass it onto the next Councillor ASAP. The Clerk was asked to place this item on the next Agenda.
14/020 Parish Plan

Resolved: to accept the completed Parish Plan from the Parish Plan Working Group. Council thanked the group for their enormous efforts in compiling it, many have commended its contents.
14/021 Internal Auditor Account & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 6
Resolved: reviewed the effectiveness of the Internal Controls as per the documentation received from the Auditors and signed to agree the controls in place.
14/022 Year End Accounts Account & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 4 

Resolved: approved the year end accounts and approved the Annual Governance Statement 2013/2014. Council witnessed the signature of the Chairman on the External Audit papers. The Clerk was instructed to send them off to the external Auditor.
14/023 Approval and signing of the Parish Accounts 

Resolved: approved the accounts brought to the meeting. Account 65213764 held £4774.42 on the 31st March 2014.
14/024 Payments`

Resolved: reviewed and approved the items of expenditure listed below and noted the receipt of income: LGA 1972 s150 (5)

Invoice Wages LGA 1972 s111 400348





£ 387.60

Travelling LGA 1972 s111 400349





£   16.20

Maiden Bradley IT Contribution April/May LGA 1972 s111 400350

£   15.70

Postage Reimbursement LGA 1972 s111 400401



£     7.19

Information Commissioner Data Protection Licence LGA 1972 s111
400402          











£    35.00

Deverills Cricket Club LGA 1972 s137 400403




£1000.00

Wiltshire Association of local Councils Subscription LGA 1972 s111
400404          











£ 126.84
Came & Company Insurance Premium LGA 1972 s111 400405

£ 159.00
Retrospectively

Stationary Plus Parish Plan Printing LGA1972 s111 400346


£  800.00

HMRC Payment LGA 1972 s111
400345




£    76.00

Stationary Plus Stationary Audit LGA 1972 s111400347


£    18.98

Receipts

Wiltshire Council Precept payment of Precept




£6510.00

Wiltshire Council Precept payment of Grant




£ 65.67 Interest 









£       0.51

14/025 Clerk’s Report

Code of Conduct

Resolved: to action their Register of Interests online on the Wiltshire Councils website in the next 28 days.
Community Area Traffic Group Meeting

Resolved: noted that the Clerk had attended the above meeting on the behalf of the Parish Council. No issues in the parish were brought to their attention.

Society of Local Council Clerks Small Council Champion & NALC Smaller Councils Committee

Resolved: to note that the Clerk had been asked to comment on the documentation for the possible new Quality Status Scheme in her position as Small Council Champion by the SLCC. The Clerk would also be attending a meeting of the National Association of Smaller Councils Committee in London in May. Council reported that it did not have any issues it wished her to highlight to the meeting.

International Experience

Resolved: to note that the Clerk had won a trip to the International Institute of Municipal Clerks Symposium in Brussels on 26 and 27 June 2014. That the Clerk would be attending a two day event meeting Clerks from all around the Globe to discuss democracy in action across Europe, compare local democratic systems with a specific focus on Europe, learn international developments in democratic services and represent British Clerks. Along with the trip the bursary had covered the Clerks enrolment as an International Clerk and any exams or training taken in the United Kingdom will be counted as her CPD towards this status. The Clerk was very proud to have been given this opportunity to represent her parishes in Europe.

Holiday

Resolved: to approve the Clerks request to take a week’s break, 5 hours using her time owed in lieu during the ½ term school break. 
14/026 Meetings for Councillors to consider attending

Resolved: noted that there were no meetings to report.

14/027 Correspondence received

Websites

Resolved: Councillor Louise Stratton would contact the Editor of the Parish News re the options given and further investigation required as advised, by the Clerk.
Local Transport Plan Car Parking Strategy

Resolved: to note that Wiltshire Council was embarking on a countywide review of its Local Transport Plan Car Parking Strategy but declined to comment.
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2012 (Regulation 18) Notice of Intention to Consult on the Scope and Content of the Draft Gypsy and Traveller Development Plan Document (DPD)

Resolved: to note the above Development Plan but declined to comment.

Paths Improvement Grant Scheme 2014

Resolved that there were no paths it wished to improve. 

St Johns Ambulance

Resolved: to note the correspondence received from the St Johns Ambulance but declined to make a donation.
NSPCC

Resolved: to note the correspondence received from the NSPCC but declined to make a donation.

Wiltshire Council - Tick be Aware Campaign

Resolved: to note the Wiltshire Council promotion on the awareness of tick’s bites and prevention.
Council also noted the hard copy correspondence was received below; 

Wiltshire Council Financial Plan 2014/2015, HMRC PAYEE update, Wiltshire Council what will you pledge Leaflet, Wiltshire Council Active Wiltshire Leaflet, Wiltshire Cycle Two Day Event Leaflet, NFU Mutual Insurance Leaflet. Tick Awareness leaflet.

All other email correspondence received by the Clerk had been emailed or posted to Councillors. A list can be requested from the Clerk, if required.

14/028 Parish Clerks Delegated Powers LGA 1972 s101 

Resolved none used
14/029 Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting
Resolved: the below:

· Clerks Appraisal
· To monitor the river just the other side of Brixton Deverill bridge
· PCC to be contacted re the Monkton Deverill Church yard upkeep as it was felt that it had deteriorated
· Clerk to press for a reply from Selwood Housing
· To consider a Grant application received from the Village Hall Committee.
14/030 Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards 

Resolved: the Date of the next Full Council meeting. 
14/031 Date of the next meeting 

Resolved - Wednesday 9th July 2014 is the date of the next Full Council meeting. All will be welcome. 

The meeting finished at 8.30pm
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